
 

LICENSING SUB 
COMMITTEE 
HEARING 
AGENDA 
Date:    Tuesday 9th July 2024 

Time:    10.00am 

Venue:  Council Chamber, Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree CM7 9HB 

Membership:  

Councillor I Parker 
Councillor R Ramage 
Councillor W Taylor 
Councillor R van Dulken 

Members are requested to attend this meeting, to transact the following business:- 

1. Appointment of Chairman.  To appoint a Chairman to conduct the business of this
Hearing.

2. Apologies for Absence.

3. Declarations of Interests.  To declare the existence of any interests relating to Items on
the Agenda having regard to the Code of Conduct for Members and having taken
appropriate advice (where necessary) before the meeting.

4. To consider an application under the Licensing Act 2003 for a Premises Licence in
respect of TIDINGS HILL’S PREMIER, 56 TIDINGS HILL, HALSTEAD CO9 1BL
(Report and application attached).

If you require any further information relating to this Agenda, or you wish to forward your apologies 
for absence, please contact the Governance Team on (01376) 552525 or e-mail 
governance@braintree.gov.uk 

Dan Gascoyne 
Chief Executive 
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Agenda Item: 4 
Report Title:  Application for a Premises Licence 
Tidings Hill’s Premier, 56 Tidings Hill, Halstead CO9 1BL 
Report to:  Licensing Sub-Committee 

Date:  9th July 2024 For:  Decision 
Key Decision:  No Decision Planner Ref No:  N/A 
Report Presented by:  John Meddings, Principal Licensing Officer 
Enquiries to:  John Meddings, Principal Licensing Officer 
john.meddings@braintree.gov.uk   01376 557790  

1. Purpose of the Report

1.1  Members of the Licensing Sub-Committee are requested to consider an 
application for the grant of a new Premises Licence, having regard to the 
representations received and the requirement to promote the four licensing 
objectives: 

a) The prevention of crime and disorder
b) Public safety
c) The prevention of public nuisance
d) The protection of children from harm

2. Recommendations

2.1 Members are advised that they have the following options when determining 
this application for Tidings Hill’s Premier, 56 Tidings Hill, Halstead CO9 1BL:- 

1. To Grant the application for a Premises Licence on the terms and
conditions described within the operating schedule to the Premises
Licence application.

2. To Grant the application for a Premises Licence on the terms and
conditions described within the operating schedule to the Premises
Licence application, modified to such extent as considered appropriate
to promote the licensing objectives.

3. To Grant the application for a Premises Licence with amended activities
or times.

4. To Refuse the application for a Premises Licence.

The Licensing Sub-Committee is asked to give full reasons for its decision. 

The Licensing Sub-Committee is reminded that the applicant, or any person 
making a representation in relation to this matter, may appeal against the 
decision of the Council to the Magistrates’ Court. 
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3. Summary of Issues 
3.1 Premises 
 

Tidings Hill’s Premier 
56 Tidings Hill 
Halstead 
CO9 1BL 
 

3.2 Applicant 
  

Saha & Sons Retails Ltd  
 
3.3 The application was received and validated on 2nd May 2024 for the grant of 

a new Premises Licence at Tidings Hill’s Premier, 56 Tidings Hill, Halstead 
CO9 1BL, and the consultation started. 

 The purpose of the new application is to include: 
Sale by Retail of Alcohol (off the premises): Everyday       06:00 – 23:00 

 
3.4 The application has been properly made in accordance with the Licensing Act 

2003 and all procedures correctly followed. The completed application form is 
attached as Appendix 1. 

3.5 The applicant proposes to promote the licensing objectives by taking the steps 
shown in the operating schedule.  

3.6 These steps must be translated into conditions by the Licensing Authority to be 
included in any granted Premises Licence, unless the conditions are modified 
by the Sub-Committee following consideration of relevant representations. 

 
4. Representations 
 
4.1 The Section 182 Guidance for the Licensing Act 2003 states that relevant 

representations can be made in opposition to, or in support of, an application 
and can be made by any individual, body, or business that has grounds to do 
so. 

 
4.2 During the 28 day consultation period under the Licensing Act 2003, the 

Licensing Authority received 23 representations.  One representation was 
received from a Responsible Authority, Essex Police (Appendix 2) and 22 
representations were received from interested parties (Appendix 3). 

 
4.3 During consultation, the applicant agreed several conditions with Essex Police 

(Appendix 2).  These conditions, along with those detailed in the operating 
schedule of the application, are requested to be included in the Premises 
Licence should it be granted. 

 
4.4 Several of the representations mention the location as not being appropriate 

for the area and that the application, if granted, would lead to an increase in 
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local traffic.  These points cannot be considered relevant for the determination 
of this application. 

 
4.5 Some of these issues may be matters for the Planning Authority, or the 

Highway Authority, but they are not licensing matters. Similarly, to 
be relevant, the effect must be likely, not just possible, or speculative. 

 
5. Options 
 
 The options available to Members of the Licensing Sub-Committee are:- 
 

1. To Grant the application for a Premises Licence on the terms and 
conditions described within the operating schedule to the Premises 
Licence application. 

 
2. To Grant the application for a Premises Licence on the terms and 

conditions described within the operating schedule to the Premises 
Licence application, modified to such extent as considered appropriate 
to promote the licensing objectives. 

 
3. To Grant the application for a Premises Licence with amended activities 

or times. 
 

4. To Refuse the application for a Premises Licence. 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 None arising from this report. 
 
7. Legal Implications 
 
7.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee is required to give reasons for its decision and 

any party who is dissatisfied with the decision may submit an appeal to the 
Magistrates’ Court within 21 days from the date of the Decision Notice.  If 
such an appeal is made by the Premises Licence Holder, then any decision 
taken is stayed until such time as an appeal is heard. 

 
8. Equality and Diversity Implications 
 
8.1  Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 creates the public sector equality duty 

which requires that when the Council makes decisions it must have regard to 
the need to: 

 
(a)  Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other 

behaviour prohibited by the Act  
(b)  Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected 

characteristic and those who do not  
(c)  Foster good relations between people who share a protected 

characteristic and those who do not including tackling prejudice and 
promoting understanding. 
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8.2 The protected characteristics are age, disability, gender reassignment, 

pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, gender, and sexual 
orientation. The Act states that ‘marriage and civil partnership’ is not a 
relevant protected characteristic for (b) or (c) although it is relevant for (a). 

 
8.3  The Equality Impact Assessment indicates that the proposals in this report will 

not have a disproportionately adverse impact on any people with a particular 
characteristic.  

 
9. List of Appendices 
 

Application for a Premises Licence (Appendix 1) 
 

Responsible Authority Representation - Conditions Agreed with Essex Police 
(Appendix 2) 

 
Interested Parties’ Representations - (Appendix 3) 

 
10. Background Papers 
 

1. Licensing Act 2003  
2. Revised Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 

– December 2023 
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HEARING PROCEDURE FOR PREMISES LICENCES/CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATES 
WHERE APPLICANT, RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES AND OBJECTORS ARE PRESENT  

[March 2024] 

1. Welcome and Introduction

[1]  The Chairman welcomes the people who are present and introduces the
Members of the Sub-Committee. He/she will ask the Members to confirm
that they have no declarations of interest to declare in respect of the
application.

[2]  The Chairman asks the Applicant, the Responsible Authority[s] and the
Objector[s] to introduce himself/herself/themselves.

[3]  The Chairman then confirms that the hearing will be conducted in
accordance with this procedure. If any party wishes to rely upon any
evidence that has not been disclosed prior to the hearing, they must ask for
the Chairman’s permission at this point.

2. The Applicant's Case

[1] The Chairman asks the Applicant or his/her representative to present his/her
application for a licence.

[2] The Applicant or his/her representative may then call any witnesses and/or
give evidence in support of his/her application.

[3] The Responsible Authority[s] or their spokesperson may then question the
Applicant [if he has given evidence] and any witnesses.

[4] The Objector[s] or their spokesperson may then question the Applicant [if he
has given evidence] and any witnesses.

[5] The Chairman or any Member of the Sub-Committee may question the
Applicant and any witnesses.

[6] If there are any witnesses, the Applicant or his representative will be given a
final opportunity of asking any further questions of the witnesses to clear up
any points raised in the earlier questioning.

3. The Responsible Authority[s] Case

 [1] The Responsible Authority[s] will give their reasons for objecting to the
application.

 [2] The Responsible Authority[s] or their spokesperson will then call any
witnesses in support of their objection.

[3] The Applicant or his representative may then question the Responsible
Authority[s] [if they have given evidence] and any witnesses.

[4] The Chairman or any Member of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of
the Responsible Authority[s] and any witnesses.
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[5] If there are any witnesses, the Responsible Authority[s] or their
spokesperson will be given a final opportunity of asking any further questions
of the witnesses to clear up any points raised in the earlier questioning.

4. The Objector[s] Case

 [1] The Objector[s] will give their reasons for objecting to the application.

 [2] The Objector[s] or their spokesperson will then call any witnesses in support
of their objection.

[3] The Applicant or his representative may then question the Objector[s] [if they
have given evidence] and any witnesses.

[4] The Chairman or any Member of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of
the Objector[s] and any witnesses.

[5] If there are any witnesses, the Objector[s] or their spokesperson will be given
a final opportunity of asking any further questions of the witnesses to clear
up any points raised in the earlier questioning.

5. Closing Statements

[1] By or on behalf of the Responsible Authority[s]. The Responsible Authority[s]
may summarise any points they wish to make and comment briefly on the
Applicant’s replies to questions. They cannot introduce new issues.

[2] By or on behalf of the Objector[s]. The Objector[s] may summarise any points
they wish to make and comment briefly on the Applicant’s replies to
questions. They cannot introduce new issues.

[3] By or on behalf of the Applicant. The Applicant may summarise any points
they wish to make and comment briefly on the Responsible Authority[s] and
the Objector[s] replies to questions. They cannot introduce new issues.

[4] The Chairman will ask the Legal Adviser whether there are any other matters
to be raised or resolved before the hearing is adjourned. The Sub-Committee
will retire to a separate room with the Legal Adviser and Governance Officer
to deliberate.

[5] If the Legal Adviser gives legal advice to Members of the Sub-Committee
during the period of adjournment this advice will be repeated in summary
form when the hearing reconvenes.

6. Decision

[1] The Chairman will announce the Sub-Committee’s decision and ask the Legal
Adviser to read out the details including the reasons.

[2] Before closing the hearing, the Chairman will notify the Applicant, the
Responsible Authority[s] and the Objector[s] of the rights of appeal available to
the parties should they disagree with the decision.  Such an appeal should be
made within 21 days of receiving written notification of the Sub-Committee’s
decision.
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